11&                                 BROKEN EARTH

not know what to say. Some of the old women, however,
started a yarn that someone had fed poison to the 'little
father. *... Nu, girls were terribly unenlightened. It
was so difficult to break them of their old superstitions.
But the boys were different; the boys could understand
things. Many of them had ceased attending church.
And more and more of them were disposing of their
crosses, throwing them away. In one village near by a
group of boys had once assembled in the field, built a
bonfire, and burned their crosses, Their fathers and
mothers beat them terribly afterward and prophesied
that the Unclean One would choke them. But they were
still alive, these boys, and nothing had as yet happened
to them.. . . Some of the older women in that village
now no longer went bathing in the river, a cursed place
the river was to them, because these boys had been
swimming there.

And had I heard what the young revolutionaries  had

done    in    the  village of K-----in the  adjoining county ?

Ah, that was a stirring affair ! There*was  an old monastery

in K-----, in the yard of which  was  a' shrine, dedicated

to the memory of some saint. Muzhiks from all over
the countryside had for years been making pilgrimages
to this shrine in the belief that the saint was actually
living in the ground below and could hear their petitions
and grant them. A famous shrine it was, and the monks
in charge were waxing fat on the fees for candles and
special services. ... So the young revolutionaries decided
to expose the fraud. They resolved to dig up the grave
and prove to the muzhiks that there was no saint there,
,.. The countryside was alarmed. The older people and
the priests prophesied dire punishment for the offenders
and for all those who should take part in the blasphemous
act, even to the extent of being present at the digging.
But the young revolutionaries were undismayed. Some
of them had been in the Bed Army, had fought the
Whites and were not easily frightened. Muzhiks came
by the hundred to witness the affair. .. and nothing
happened* The earth did not part and swallow anyone,
Fo one dropped dead. Even the weather was fine, and
the diggers found only bones a in the graves, not human
bones either, but of some best ... and now some of the